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wee 
THE SUBSTANCE OF A DISCOURSE 
Delivered at the Installation of the Rev. BARZILLAI 
STREETER to the pastoral charge of the First Uni- 
versalis’ Church and Society im Salem, Aug. 9, 1920. 
By Rey. SesastTain Srreeven, of Portsmouth, N. H. 


¥.rother to the pastor elect. 


Tet no man despise thy youth ; but be thou an ex- 
amole of the believers in word, in conversation,in char- 
in epirit, in faith, in purity.°—1 Tim. ive 12. 

i HU divine wisdom and goodness appear in nothing 
more conspicuously, than in the discreet adjustment of 
one thing to another, so observable im all the sections of 
Dy this adjustment every thing may be use- 
, not only to itself, but to those around it. Every 
ag has notonly ap individual, but a relative fluence. 

» principle wpon which the exhortations im the 
are founded, and on which the high importance of 


We shall therefore, in this 


rarta 
WOrsdes 


is th 

text 

ministerial faithfulness rest. 
discourse, 

1. Briefly survey this principle cenerally ; but more 

ily, its importance with respect to our social 

rclirious state. 
if. 


text 


particul 
¢ od 
Notice some dutjes and yiriues surcested by the 
, which are essential to the repuiation and usefulness 
of a christian minister. 
The principle to which our minds are directed, is lim- 
ited by no particolar class of objects or beings. H cen- 
It unites man to 
s fellow, to his Redeemer, and through him to his God 


wnd Father in heavy 


nects all systems, worlds and things. 
‘mn. Itis visible in all the departments 
aterial and intellectual existence. 


,oim 


bot? 


Our vision, 
in its most extensive range, can find no place where 
siuitual dependence and mutual utility are not displayed. 
tiow vain were the warmth of the sun, the refreshing 
showers, aud the distilling dews, were not the earth and 
#ts inhabitants constitutionally fitted to receive and ims 
prove their congenial influences. But on the other hand, 
how useless and wretched would be the earth and all it 
contains, were the light of heaven extinguished and the 
rains withheld forever. The harmonies of nature would 
disappear, the beauties of creation would wither, and 
plenty, and pleasure, and even life itself find a sudden 
and dismal termination. 

But God has by wisdom established the heavens and 
the earth with al] their furniture, and upon such princi- 
ples, that each in turn exerts an influence subservient to 
the good and glory of both. This doctrine, I appre- 
hend, is substantially true when applied to every re°] 
system,object,or being throughout the vast extent of the 
universe. Could we survey all above us, below us, a- 
rownd us, or within us, we should behold no object, no 
essential principle, which could be annihilated without 
marring the perfection of the divine work, and diminish- 


: ing the sum of associable good. 
i ‘Im nature’s chain whatever link you strike, 
Tenth or ten thewsandth breaks the chain alike.” 


Every thing received its nature and tendency from the 
creating hand of Deity, and all things which he made 
were pronounced very good. Every thing was essential- 
: ly good in itself, and relatively so to every thing with 
which it was connected ; consequently the natural ope- 
rations and tendency of all things must be good. Fron 
these premises it necessarily follows, that no real evi! 
or inconvenience can possibly take place, unless the 
functions of something are, at least partially, suspended, 


———— ee 


5 ee mere: 


or its natural operations and tendency diverted. In oth- 
er words, unless something like whet we call sin occurs, 
gome transgression of the regulating laws established in 
the constitution of nature. And should a partial de- 
rangement and consequent inconyvevience happen by 
any cause whatever, all that would be nagessary to re- 
wove the evil, would be to enable, or if you please, in- 
cline every thing to resume its appropriate station, and 
recommence the faithful discharge of all its individual 
and social duties. 

Indeed a correct knowledge of our relation to God, 
of our proper station in society, of the various bearings 
and duties of it, and an habitual inclination to fill honor- 
ably the one, by a scrupulous discharge of the other, 
seems to be all that is ne >essary to complete the useful- 
ness, reputation and happiness of any and every person. 
To bring us to this knowledge and practical inclmation 
is the principal aim of the christian dispensation. We 
admit that it discloses in a peculiarly conspicuous man- 
ner, the benevolent purposes of heaven, exhibits very 
forcibly, the infinitely amiable character of the Creator, 
and brings life and immortality to light, as the ancient 
and free gift of God to man; but all this would be of 
trivial consequence Indeed, while we “are hateful and 
hating one another,” and therefore, disqualified to re- 
ceive, improye and enjoy those distinguished favors.— 
Hence it will follow, that to prepare mankind duly to 
appreciate, and faithfully to perform, all the duties of 
intellectual, socialand accountable creatures, is the ul- 
timate object of the mission and mediation of Christ, 
and of every thing that properly belongs to the gospel 
of his king:iom. 

Instrumentally to aid the human mind in these holy 
and most important attainments, the christian ministry 
was instituted, the grand and interesting motives of it 
revealed, and its sacred and weighty duties solemnly 
enjoined upon the apostles of our Lord, and by succes- 
sion, upon the preachers of the gospel to the end of time. 
The great apostle of the Gentiles is express and earnest 
in his endeavours to impress upon the mind of Timothy, 
a deep and durable conviction of the vast importance, 
and the high responsibility attached to the office of him, 
who is called to be a preacher of the everlasting gospel, 
and is set apart and consecrated by solemn forms, as a 
public laborer in the ministry of reconciliation. The 
propriety of the apostle’s solicitude in this case, rests up- 
on the principle which we are considering, the relation 

Timothy to the people of his charge, and the exten- 
sive influence which his conduct would have upon their 
welfare, 

His instructions, charges, warnings and advice contain 
about every thing essential to the dignity and usefulness 
of the sacred office, and should therefore be very care- 
fully perused, and scrupulously followed by every min- 
ister of Christ, especially by every young one. Unac- 
cnainted in a great degree, with the deceptions of the 
haman heart, and the allurements of a vain and wicked 
world, which may imperceptibly divert him from the 
path of propriety, he stands in peculiar need of the coun- 
sels of age, the aid of the experienced and faithful, who 
have gone before him, and * finished their course with 
joy to testify the gospel of the grace of God,” 

When he enters the vineyard of the Lord as a public 
servant, he commences a new, and highly responsible ca- 
He is elevated in no ordinary degree upon the 
scale of social importance. He lives not for himself. 
but in a peculiarly interesting sense for others. His de- 
portment, his words, and the general tenor of his oom 


reer. 





duct, will act with extraordinary force upou those with 


whom he is connected in the Lord. Swarms of invid- 
ious enemies will incessantly watch him for evil, and 
groups of ingenuovs and cordial friends will eagerly eye 
him for good. The repose of thousands will measurably 
depend upon the soundness of his doctrine, the ardor of 
his piety, the purity of his morals, and the propriety of 
his public and private walk. What a solemnly impor- 
tant consideration to the young preacher ought this to 
be; what a powerful inducement to ** take heed to him- 
self, and to his doctrine.” But further, to use the fic- 
ure in the text, he is prominently placed, as a subordi- 
nate example of his brethren; one to be copied in faith 
and practice. It is supposed that he has learned the 
great and perfect pattern, has the mind that was in him, 
is copformed in heart, to the maxims of his holy religion, 
and consequently, may be safely believed and imitated. 
In the sanctuary, in the social cir Je, with the old and 
the young, he is looked upon as a model. 

His station then rests upon a principle, and involves 
duties and exertions which ate intimately connected 
with the honor of the Redeemer’s cause in the world, 
the advancement of genuine morality, the refinement of 
social manners, and the happiness of human life. 

Assembled to consecrate our young brother t6 this 
holy and imteresting calling, as the installed pastor of 
this christian church and society, the principal object of 
this discourse, is to awake his attention in a solemn man- 
ner, to the high importance of the office which he is to 
fill, to the social principle which gives to it its weight, 
to its verious bearings, and to the extensive consequen- 
ces of faithfulness or unfaithfulness in it. Connected by 
the nearest ties of consenguinity, and endeared by the 
fraternal intercourse of the same fire side, and by kin- 
dred sentiments and pursuits, taught to love him by the 
heart-moving injunctions and examples of the tenderest 
of parents, and possessing a desire for usefulness in the 
world, common to him and myself, nothing earthly could 
increase the solemnity nor heighten the solicitude of my 
feelings on this occasion. 

I would have him commence his labours, as a stated 
minister of Christ in this place, with a clear understand- 
ing of his relation to his Master, and to his brethren, un- 
der the deep conviction of his dependence upon *“ the 
High Priest of our profession,” for success in this holy 
undertaking; with a preponderating love to the Re- 
deemer and the people among whom he is to preach the 
gospel of peace, with enlightened views of the various 
duties of the christian minister; and with a settled de- 
termination, a fixed purpose of heart, as such, to adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things. Govern- 
ed by this leading motive, tue charms of eloquence and 
ihe display of talents in methodical sermonizing, or in 
a connected series of logical argumentation make no 
part of my object. But having surveyed in an imperfect 
manwer, the principle on which the importance of min- 
isterial faithfulness rests, we shall, 

II. Notice some duties and virtues suggested by the 
text, which are essential to the reputation and useful- 
ness of a christian minister ‘* Let no man despiee thy 
youth.” These words bear the form of a positive in- 
junction ; but they were intended as an affectionate ex- 
hortation to self-examination and the most vigilant cir- 
cumspection. They direct the young preacher virtual- 
ly to examine his heart ; to ascertain whether the love 
of Christ predominates and constrain: him to the work 
of the minniry ; end with a holy vigilance to watch ov- 
rhis con vet at oI! times and in every place, lest he 





walk unworthy of his holy vocaticn. We are not, how- 
ever to infer from this form of expression, that there is 
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any thing in youth negestarity despicable, “A man 
shall be commended according to his wisdom ; but h« 


that is of a perverse heart shall be despised.” ‘* Wis- 
dom, says Solomon, is the grey hair unto men, and an 
unspotted life is old age.” 


Again, pre-eminent talents are not essential to the re- 
putation or usefulness of a christian preacher, Com- 
paratively humble talents and limited acquirements ci- 
rected by a good heart, and graced by a commendable 
deportment, will do vastly more toward advancing the 
cause of truth and the interest of ** pure and undefiled 
religion,” than the most shining gifts and persuasive elo- 
quence moved by an evil heart of vubelief. The preach- 
er who knows the dignity and duties of his office ; who 
heartily loves them, and devotes himself to them with 
persevering faithfulness, will, by a divine blessing cause 
the vineyard of his Master to flourish, and bear the fruits 
of the spirit most abundantly, while a careless and im- 
prudent laborer, of acquirements however extensive and 
talents however splendid, would but increase its steril- 
ity. Ina word, to use the terms in their ordinary ac- 
ceptation, a good preacher is incomparably more useful 
to a people than a great one. Indeed, in the towering 
f aghts of human eloquence, and the penetrating stretch 
of extraordinary powers, the preacher cannot be an ex- 
a to the generality of believers. Their concern 
is with “* the simplicity that is in Christ,” with the ob- 
vious and intelligible doctrine of the good word of God, 
and the humble teachings of the holy spirit, which 
“taketh of the things of Jesus and sheweth them unto 
us.” But further, the most eminent ministerial gifts, 
united with the most extensive knowledge, the most ar- 
dent piety, the purest morals, and the most indefatiga- 
ble perseverance in faithfulness, will not in all cases se- 
cure applause. Many are so constituted that they eiih- 
er cannot or will not approve the best exertions for their 


_ social and spiritual good. Our divine Lord and Master 


himself did not escape the most opprobrious treatment 
from the blindness of self-righteousness, and the ungov- 
ernable violence of bigotry aad superstition. ‘* He had 
the spirit of love without measure, all communicable 
power in heaven and on earth, in him were the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge, he spake not as the scribes, 
but as one having authority ; neither was guile found in 
his mouth, and withal he was holy, harmless, and unde- 
filed,”’ but still the sacred record informs us that ‘he 
was despised and rejected of men.” 


The primitive apostles of our Lord, were by many, 
** counted as the filth of the world and the offscouring of 
all things.’ They were “ made a spectacle unto the 
world, and to angels and to men.” ‘* They were de- 
famed.” ‘% They were despised.” Jn the context, the 
apostle asserts, ‘* We both jabor and suffer reproach 
because we trust in the living God, who is the Sa- 
viour of all men, specially of those tbat believe.”— 
He could not therefore reasonably expect that Tim- 
othy, or those who should follow him in preaching 
the same gospel, and trusting in the same God, would 
escape similar treatment from those of similar sentiments 
and habits with his persecutors ; that they could follow 
such a course, as uniformly to avoid censure or reproach. 
Such an expectation would be unbecoming the deep 
penetration of the apostle. He has in fact left on re- 
cord numerous declarations to the contrary. His mean- 
ing there, must be, that Timothy should use the utmost 
eare to exert his authority and improve his talents, as a 
minister of Christ, in such a manner as to give no just 
eccasion of censure or reproach; in sucha manner as to 
be approved by the wise and the good, by his own con- 
science,and above ali by the great “ head of the church.” 
In a word, to strive assiduously to “‘ maintain a con- 
science void of offence both toward God and toward 
man.’ ‘To succeed in this, he muet so improve his mind 
and heart in the genuine doctrine of Christ, and so reg- 
alate bis deportinent in public and in private, as to be a 
asteful example of the believers. 


CONCLUDED IFN OER VEXT. 
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REPLY TO “ LEANDER.” 


Mr. Enitror,—‘* Leander” says that we cannot pray 
for the salvation of all men without opposing David, Je- 
remiah, and St. John; because David prayed that the 
people might be punished ; Jeremiah was commanded 
not to pray for the people, for their good ; and St. John, 
he says, speaks of certain characters for which we are 
not to pray. But * Leander’ is requested to inform us 
whether David prayed that the people might be end- 
lessly punished ?* If not, he knows this circumstance 
has nothing to do with the subject to which he adduc- 
edit. Again; what was the good, which Jeremiah was 
not to entreat for the people? Was it eternal salvation, 
or only a deliverance from national calamities? Altho’ 
in honesty we cannot say that we think ‘ Leander? ig- 
norant of the true answer to this question, we will lay 
before your readers the passage in Jeremiah to which 
he alluded; ** The Lord said unto me, pray not for this 
people for their good. When they fast, | will not hear 
their cry, and when they offer burnt offtrings and an 
oblation, I will not accept them; but / wil! consume 
them by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pes- 
lilence.°—Jer. xiv. 11.12. Because we are not to 
pray fora particular emporal good for a nation, does 
it follow that we must not pray for the eternal salvation 
of the people? But does St. John speak of any men 
for whom we are not to pray? We answer with con- 
fidence, No. We think we apprehend what passage 
‘ Leander’ alluded to; and if he «xamines it with any 
attention, he wil! not bring it forward. 

To ‘make it appear that St. Paul in 1 Tim. ii. did not 
intend that we should pray for the sa/vation of all men, 
when he exhorts us to pray for all men, * Leander’ says 
that the duty was not enjoined from the consideration 
that God would have all men to be saved, but because 
such a prayer is good and acceptable with God. And 
consequently he thinks that the apostle meant that in 
praying for all men, we should pray that some might 
be resigned to endiess damnation, while that otners 
might be saved. Now, let us read the passage in Tim- 
othy, according to *‘ Leander’s’ exposition, and see what 
nonsense it becomes; ** 1 exhort therefore, first of all, 
that prayers and giving of thanks be made for all men; 
for some that they may be saved, and for others that 
{hey may be resigned to endless damnation; for this 
is good and acceptable with him who will have all men 
to be saved !”? We cannot have mistaken * Leander’s’ 
meaning ; for he says, ** St. Paul exhorts us to pray for 
all men, but it does not follow that we must pray for 
their PERS neither can we pray for that event, 
without opposing David, Jeremiah, and St. John. We 
may pray that men may be resigned even to endless 
punishment.’? The amount of * Leander’s’ exposition is 
that when we pray that some may be resigned to endless 
woe, our prayer is perfectly acceptable with God ; but 
that should we pray for the fulfilment of God's will, 
(which is, that all may be saved) it would be very un- 
acceptable with him. 

‘ Leander’ still admits that it is God’s will that all 
should be saved, though we must not pray that this will 
should be done. He seems to admit too, that Christ 
gave himself a ransom for all, pursuant to God’s will in 
their salvation; but thinks that we cannot infer from 
this that the scheme of redemption will fail of its pur- 
pose, if all are not saved, until we prove that the will 
of God spoken of, is his decretive will. Now, why does 





* See in Psalm Ixxxiii. a specimen of David's prayer 
that the people might be punished. ‘0, my God, 
make them as a wheel, as the stubble before the ated. 
As the fire burneth the wood, and as the flame setteth 
the mountains on fire, so persecute them with thy tem- 
nest and make them afraid with Oy storm. Fill their 
faces with shame, thud they muy kithy nam e, O Lord. 
Let them he gontoundéd and refatene Et forever : yea, let 
them be put to shame and perish ; that they may know 
that thou whose name alone is Jehovah, art the Most 





High over Gil the earth.” 
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he talk about God’s decretive willjas thongh he had one 
opposed to it? Neither revelation hor reason informs 


of contrary wills in the unchanging God; and if * Leap. 
der’ thinks there are,it certainly belongs to biur, not to 
us, to prove it. We might as well be called on to prove 
that the declarations of God are not only his rerealed 
truth’? but what he secre/ly intends. But afterall. why 
does * Leander’ suppose the whole depends on sicer 
taining that it is the decretive will of God spoken, of ? 
it he allows that Christ gave himeelf a ransom for ail, 


{ 


in pursuance of this will, (whatever we call it) he must 
acknowledge that all will be eared, or the scheme of res 
demption fatls of its purpose, as we stated; for what js 
the scheme of redemption, but that which Christ gaye 
himeelf in order to accomplish ? 

But * Leander’ has brought two instances in which 
he thinks God’s will is not fulfilled. He does wot in. 
deed seem willing to say that God’s will suffered « fj]. 
ure or defeat even here; but the use he makes of the 
instances necessarily presupposes such a catastrop! 
Now the inquiry is simply this: When Christ would 
have gathered the Jews into his kingdom, and they 
would not, did God’s will concerning them finaily fail 
of gaining its object?) No; for in the very passage to 
which reference is made, Christ speaks of a time when 
they should say, ‘* Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord”; so that the will of God is sure to 
be done in the very oase which was brought as an in- 
stance of its failure. The like remark will apply to the 
circumstance adduced from Ezekiel. Are we to un- 
derstand that the pleasure of the Lord concerning those 
Israelites was, in reality, this that they might turn and 
live? If so, and they never do repent, it is certein that 
God’s pleasure will be frustrated ; but if they are to be 
justified and to glory in the Lord, then we see tliat here 
also, ** God will do all his pleasure.” Now God has 
declared that ‘all the seed of Israel shall be justified 
and glory in the Lord,” and therefore those Israelites 
will turn and live. 

We believe that we have answered the ebiecticns o! 
* Leander,’ and that the arguments gnoted from the 
‘CANDID REVIEW? remain in full force against bis ex- 
position, 


Bereta, 
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TO * PHILOLOGUS,.” 
Drar S1r,— The impaired state of m 1v health admom- 
ishes me to write but little. I mention tiis.that you may 
not think that I consider your communication as unwer- 
thy of a reply, even more lengiliy than itself. 

I am pursuaded, however, that we may come to an 
understanding of our subject, without w riking volumin- 
ously onit. 1 will make an attempt at conciseness, 
and at the same time endeavor to embrace what is most 
essential in our controversy. 

Ist. If T understand you, you certainly concede to my 








side of the argument m full, in that you re ply to my 
question as follows; ** My belef is, that Christ died 
z 


;aud rose again for the justification of all,who ever have, 


x ever will believe in his name.”—Now, dear Sir, 
what is the necessary conclusion? Answer; Jesus died 
and rose again for the justification of unbelivers. Why 
is this conclusion unavoidable? Because all who ever 
have believed in his name since he died and rose again, 
have been unbelievers, before they were believers. St. 
Paul says, that this mediator * gave himself a ransom 
for all men to be testified in due time.” Here you may 
get the answer to your question. You ask me; * Is it 
your belief, that Jesus died and rose again for the justi- 
fication ef such as never will believe in him 2?” The 
Apostle says that God will have all mento be saved 
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth ; and in 
consequence of this will, he informe us that Jesus ¢ ave 


S* 
himself a ransom for all. When this tesiimo ony 





KDown by men, when God's will is accomplished in 
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the salvation of all men, and their ' now visi lee of the 


truth, their will be no unbetevers. 

Ana let me tell yon, my friend, that your own argu- 
ment proves that all men will finally be brought to be- 
lieve in Jesus, for you contend that he did not give him- 
scif for any who will never believe in him, and the 
Apostle asserts that he cave hinisel{ a ransom for all 
men. pursnant to the will of God in the salvation of all 
aid their knowledge of the truth. You surely will not 
contend that God docs not wil] thatany should come 
to the knowledge of the truth, only such as are already 
belevers. 

I cannot account for the mistake you have made, 

ich I discover by your w ords, which follow: ** What 
ified.is stat- 
end of the 4th chap. to be, * Christ was deliv- 


was belicved.and by what the persons are just 
ed in the 
ered for our offence es,’ &c But dissenting 
you unde retand the expression to mean as the death and 


from this, 


resurrection of Jesus, or the promise of God.’ Tere 
vou state for the matter of justification the same thing 
and in the same words which J state, (viz.) that Christ 
was delivered for our offences and was raised again for 
our justification. ‘This certainly is what I contend for 
as the matter of our justification, and yet you say I dis- 
sent from it. On the other hand, Sir, I contend that 
you dissent from your own proposition, and contend that 
the matter of justifcation is our belief in this divine truth, 
in which we believe, and not the truthitself. The whole 
of this part of our subject seems so clear that it appears 
Every one 
l:nows that our believing or disbelieving a truth can make 
it neither less nor more. As to our enjoying what we do 
not believe or undérstand, there can be but one mind on 
this subject. A criminal may be pardoned, yet if he do 
not belie ve it he cannot enjoy this free grace; and yet 
All, therefore, which you 


impossible for any one to misunderstand. 


he is nevertheless pardoned. 
have written indicating that I believe that any one can 
have peace with God, &c. without a knowledge of the 
truth, is without any just application to our subject. 
You speak of the “ érowble of believing” as some- 
thimg which is so meritorious, that it gives all the validi- 
ty to the whole gospel scheme wlich it can in any way 
possess. The Apostle, 
in believing, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” Your good 
sense will acknowledge that our belief of the truth is 
the result of the evidences which are graciously given 
us of God, and is, in reality as much the gift of Ged as 


however, says, ** There is peace 


any other grace. 

I cannot but marvel at the uee you have made of a 
firure, as follows; ** Suppose I hed written as follows, 
what would you have said? Our eating cannot create 
its own food. Therefore if food is nothing to me until 
I eat it, it is nothing to me after I eat it, but if it was 
provided for me, cooked for me, and set on the table 
before me, though I taste it not, yet am | by it strength- 
And if this be not true, then all food 
Now, Sir, if you 


ened and satisfied. 
is in vain, and we are yet hungry.” 
carefully trace your own thread of argument, you will 
find that as this simile belongs to your subject, it is in- 
tended to prove no more, at most than that our natural 
sirength is not in the food which we eat, but in our eat- 
ing it! But let me reason a little on this metaphor, bring 
it directly into the light of divine truth. See Isaiah xxv. 
6. &c. ‘+ And in this mountain shal] the Lord of Hosts 
make unto all people a feast of fat things,’ &c. Ii this 
feast of fat things means the spiritual life of the religion 
and gospel of Jesus Christ, it is evident that in this gos- 
pel God gave life to all people? 1 wish to have it un- 
derstood that J ask, whether God has not given spiritu- 
al life to people who are yet unborn, in the provisions 
which he has made unto aj! people? Let us look in- 
to nature. Is it not a fact that God, in the economy of 
his providence, has given natural strength and nourish- 
ment to the generations which are not yet born, in that 
provision which he has ordained in nature? And is it 
that this, as it respects the plan of Deity, is 
now as much a reality as it ever can be? 


pot a fact 
As this can- 
rot ” tenied, let it also be ‘understood thet the same 





ich has rendered all this a certainty, 
has also rendered ‘all the intervening me: ins, which are 
necessary to produce the actual accomplishment of the 
whole plan, equally certain. So, in the 





divine ec a v 


economy of 
erace, the same divine wisdom which ordained the end, 
has also appointed the means. Thus our believing in 
Jesus, as a mean of our enjoying his grace, and being 
animated with spiritual life, is the appointment of the 
same wisdom whieh gave us eternal life in Christ. 

Following this figure, you suggest that I hold that 
‘ Christ was the bread of life without eating him.” My 
ear friend, I am loth to dispute about nothing! But if 
scems you have reduced our subject to mere nothing.— 
let me ask, whether our eating any kind of food gives 
to that food any quality? You will answer in the neg- 
atiue as well as I. Then Christ is the bread of life be- 
fore we believe in him as much as he is afterward. 

But, Sir, the main question is this: Did God the Fa- 
ther give Christ for the life of the whole world? If he 
did, he gave all men life in him. And we ought not to 
dispute when nothing but phrascology is our subject. See 
John vi. 33, ** For the bread of God is he which cometh 
down from heaven and giveth life unto the world.” Now 
if this is the spiritual life which God has given to the 
world, it is the spiritual life of those who are not yet 
born of the flesh, and is as truly theirs now, as the earth 
is theirs, or as the air is theirs, or as the water is theirs, 
or as the light of the sun is theirs; and it is just as cer- 
tain that they will come into actual possession of all 
these things, as it is, that we now enjoy them. But in 
order for the generations which are not yet born to come 
to the actual enjoyment of all these blessings, they must 
be bern and nurtured up in that condition which will 
enable them to understand and enjoy what God has giv- 
en them in the infallible constitution of nature. Your 
query, therefore, how food can do us good until we eat 


it, is not understood as relative to our subject. 


our argument, I ‘will make use of your own words, which 
follow: ‘**1 have also considered that not only the next 
words, but all the words of God are true before we be- 
lieve them, yea, I am persuaded, that they will remain 
true if we should never believe them.” See Gen. xii. 3, 
** And in thee shall all the families of the earth be bless- 
ed.’ Compared with Gal. iii. 8, “ And the scriptures 
foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through 
faith preached before the gospel] unto Abraham, saying, 
in thee shall ail nations be blessed.”” Now,dear Sir,it re- 
mains for you to show how all this can be true if all na- 
tions never believe in Christ. 

You ask if ‘“* Abraham were justified before he beliey- 
ed the promise?” Answer, most certainly, in the pur- 
pose of him, who-“ calleth those things which be not as 
though they were.” In reply to your observation, that 
I might, according to my argument say ; “‘ that because 
it is just as true in the promise of God, that many sons 
shall be brought to glory, before as after they come there, 
that they are already in glory.” I present the testimo- 
ny of St. John: Rev. v. 13, ** And every creature which 
is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 
jaud such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, 
heard I saying, blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb forever and ever.” I leave you to say. 
whether John heard this universal ascription as what 
actually took place in his time, or as something to be 
fulfilled in another period, And [ also remind you, that 
it is expected that you will attempt to show the truth 
of this declaration, and how it can be fulfilled, though 
none of the human family should ever believe the truth 
of the gospel! Or should you finally acknowledge that 
there is a scripture sense in which things are said to 
exist, which as yet have not taken place, then know 
that there is no subject of dispute between us. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 














Vicions men are mistrusted and despised, even by the 
vicious themselves. A man without character, soon 





becomes an outcast 
: 


of society, 


With a view to bring you directly to the merits of 





CALY INISM. 

Extract from a letter, writien by Jonn Carvin tn 
1561, fo the Manavis Parr, high Chamberlain to 
the King of Navarre. 

‘© Honour, glory, and riches, shall be the reward of 
your pains, but above all, do not fail to rid the coun- 
try of those scoundrels who stir up the people to revolt 
against us, Such monsters should be exterminated, as 
{ have exterminated MicHAgn Servervs, the Span- 
iard.”? 

Qvuery.—How was Servetos exterminated ? Ans. 
He was burned at thestake !!!  Calvinists—Look at 
your prototype !—[N.Y. Gospel Herald. 














DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 


The President of the United States has returned fo 
Washington from his visit to his native State. The 
Secretaries of State and the Navy are at Washington ; 
itis probable the whole cabinet will be reassembled 
there the first of October. 


General Post-Office.—The number of Post-Offices in 
the United States is four thousand eight hundred and 
thirty, and the length of post-roads is 71,522 miles.— 
The amount of postage for the year 1819, was 
$1,204,680; the cost of transportation of the mai! 
$717,843 ; and the compensation to Postmasters thr « 
hundred seventy-five thousand, nine hundred and six{) 
four dollars. 


The dwelling house of Mr, B. Hathaway, of Hallo- 
well, was destroyed by fire, on Wednesday night week, 
together with all its contents. 


The Elephant, Horatio, which lately fell through the 
bridge at Westmorland, died of his wounds a week af- 
ter the accident. By the decease of this noble animal, 
the proprietors have sustained a loss of 10,000 dollars. 


On Wednesday, 3ist. ult. the body of a well dres- 
sed man was found on Carey’s Marsh, at the side of 
the Cause-way, leading to Belle Island, near the Salem 
turnpike. Supposed to have been drowned, as no 
mark of violence was discovered. 


Sinking Fund !—It appears by an official statement 
pubished at Alabama, that there were over (wenty sev- 
en million of dollars due to the United States, for Pub- 
lic Lands sold at the Land Offices in Mississippi and 
Alabama only. 


A few nights since, a man whose face was concealed 
with a veil, “called up a widow lady who lives in the 
south part of the city, and lefta female infant, and a 
sum of money for its support—at the same time remark- 
ing, that “ he could answer no questions, but that fur- 
ther supplies of money and cloths would be furnished 
at a future time.”? The infant was elegantly dressed, 
and carefully secured in a wicker basket. 


Hartford Paper. 


Gerrit N. H. Forbes, who made his escape from the 
gaol in Cambridge in Feb. last, where he was commit- 
ted for Forgery, bas been retaken by the Keeper, and 
sufely deposited in his former cell. 

— —= 


MARRIED, 
In this town, by Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Robert Cun- 
pingham to Miss Lucretia Whitne 
By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Paul Whitney, mer. 
to Miss Lucy C. Stone. 
By Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. James 
Eliza Turner. 








Stockman; to Miss 


SEE 


DIED, 

In this town, Mrs. Sarah Ballister, aged 26.—Miss 
Mary Mears 1 7.—Mary Folsom, daughter of George J. 
Homer, 2.—Elizabeth Andrews, daughter of Benj. C. 
Phillips 2y. 7m.—Mr. John Davie 35.--Mrs. Judith 
Wilson 72.—Mrs. Margaret Lintepower, 55.—Mr. Wm. 
Hearsey, Jr. 56,.—Harriet Newell, daughter of John 
Copeland, 19 mo. 

At Milford, N. Y. on the 19th Sept.. Mr, Lemuel Sar- 
gent, aged 71. 








Engraving & ? Copperplate Printing: 
REMOVAL. 
ABEL BOWEN, informs his friends and the pub- 


he has Removed his business to No, 1, Congress Square, 
over the Phoenix Fire Office, Congress street, 


















































































































UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





POETS’ CORNER. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


“GOD IS LOVE.” 
© LOVE! thou sweet, thou soul reviving name! ; 
That fill’st with rapture the bright choir above, 
Who dwell with transport on the heavenly theme, 
And taste, and see: that ‘* God is love.” 


Ye stars celestial that your vigils keep, 

And planets that in perfect order move, 

As you revolve your Maker’s praises speak, 
And tell creation through that ‘“* God is love.” 


Ye feather’d tribe that cleave the trackless air, 
And beasts that verdant hills and vallies rove, 
While you the bounties of kind nature share, 
Sing and proclaim that he who feeds you ’s love. 


Ye tow’ring forests that attempt the skies, 
And stately pine, that form a shady grove ; 
While you to heaven like lofty turrets rise, 
Wave plaudits high, and tell that ‘‘ God is love.” 


And man, offspring of heaven, noble birth! 
Destin’d her best and uoblest gifts to prove ; 
All own thy power below, thou lord of earth, 
Whose heaven-erected form proclaims his love. 


Thy humane feelings, and thy soul sincere, 
And hopes immortal pointing thee above, 
With bosom friends and earthly comforts dear, 
United testity that ** God is love.” 


But oh! what goodness and what love appear, 
In our dear Lord, who left the realms above ; 
His suff ring, agony, and death declare, 

That his Almighty Father, ‘“* God, is love. 


_Unnumber’d millions join the ceaseless song, 
Of all on earth, and all in heav’n above ; 
And chant eternal praises, loud and strong, 


To Him who hath redeem’d a world by Love. 
H****, 


SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


naan 


SILENT WORSHIP. 
THO’ glorious, O God ! must thy temple have been, 


On the day of its first dedication, 
When the cherubim’s wings widely waving were seen, 
On high, o’er the ark’s holy station. 


When even the chosen of Levi, though skill’d 
To minister, standing before thee, 

Retir’d from the cloud which the temple then fiil’d, 
And the glory made Israe} adore thee. 


Though awfully grand was thy majesty then ; 
Yet the worship thy gospel discloses, 

Less splendid in pomp to the vision of men, 
Far surpasses the ritual of Moses: 


And by whom was that ritual forever repeal’d? 
Bui by him unto whom it was given 

To enter the oracle where is reveal’d, 
Not the cloud, but the brightness of heaven. 


Who, having once enter’d hath shown us the way 
O Lord ! how to worship before thee ; 

Not with shadowy forms of that earlier day, 
But in spirtt and (ruth to adore thee! 


This, this, is the worship the Saviour mace known, 
When she, of Samaria, found him 

By the Patriarch’s well, sitting weary, alone, 
With the stillness of noon-tide around him, 


How sublime, yet how simple, the homage he taught 
To her, who inquired by that fountain, 

If JEHOVAH at Solyma’s shrine would be sought? 
Or ador’d on Samaria’s mountain ? 


Woman! believe me, the hour is near, 
When he, if ye rightly would hail him, 
Will neither be worshipp’d exclusively here, 


For God is a spirit ! and they, who aright 

Would perform the pure worship he loveth, 

In the heart’s holy temple will seek, with delight, 
The spirit the Father approveth. 

And many the prophecy’s truth can declare, 

Whose bosoms have livingly known it, 

Whom God hath instructed to worship him there, 
And convive’d that his mercy will own it. 

The terople that Solomon built to his name, 

Now lives but in history’s story, 

Extinguish’d long since, is its altar’s bright flame, 
And vanquished each glympse of its glory. 

But the christian, made wise by the wisdom divine, 
Though all human fabrics may faulter, 

Still finds in his heart a far holier shrine, 

Where the fire burne unquench’d on the altar. 
ee = ee _ 











FROM THE (N. ¥Y.) GOSPEL HERALD. 
naw 
Since I have made a public profession of the senti- 
ment of the loving-kindness of God towards all men, 
probably very few days have passed, without a decla- 
ration from some opposer of the above sentiment ; and 
made generally in the following words; ‘* If I believed 
that all men would be saved, 1 would do as I please.” 
Such a declaration, falling from the lips of professors of 
Christanity, have led me to reflect in the following 
manner, Are they sincere, when they make the obser- 
vation? What do they mean,when they say, they would 
live as they please? How do they live? Do they follow 





virtue? If they do, is it there pleasure so to live ; and 
if it is their pleasure to follow virlue, could they not con- 
tinue in that pleasure and believe, that ** God wiil have 
all men to be saved, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth ?”? On the other hand, not believing the ** glad tid- 
ings of great joy, which shall be to all people,”’ there- 
fore they do not live as they please ; and why? Believ- 
ing that endless misery is in reserve for all tranegres- 
sors, they cease to transgress, in order to escape the mise- 
ry that would otherwise overtake them. It appears, 
that the above spiri/ is not very unlike the following : 
A citizen of this state, says, if I believed i should not 
recieve any punishment from the good people of this 
state, | would do as I please ; that is, I would give full 
latitude to all my evil desires ; disregarding the rights 
or comforts of any. Now, what is the disposition of 
bim who makes such a declaration, if he really epeaks 
the truth when itis made? | think, it is not very differ- 
ent from this,;—his very bosom is swelled with the de- 
sire to commit all manner of vice ; and the only thing 
that binds him (not to virtue) and keeps him from open 
transgression, is the spirit of fear, Now, will any one 
say, that this person is really a good citizen? We pre- 
sume not. Is he a Christian, who with this disposition 
would sally forth and prey upon the rights of men, if 
he thought he would not have to endure endless puaish- 
ment? As well might we call the assassin a civil man 
in society, because he is bound in chains, which pre- 
vents him from doing mischief, as to call him a Christian, 
or a follower of the meek and lowly Saviour, who is 
prevented from the commission of all manner of wick- 
edness, because he is bound in the chains of fear. The 
east, and the west, are not farther separated, one from 
the other, than this spirit is from the spririt of true Chris 

tianity. The writer does not desire to give offence to 
any ; but believing that "many persons, not being aware 
of the portrait they draw of their own characters, when 
they make this declaration, has induced him to trouble 
them with these remarks, I will close, by requesting 
them to tuke into serious consideration the words of the 
aposile, ** For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish 

disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, 
living in malice and envy, and hating one another; but 
after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour to- 
wards man appeared, not by works of righteousness, 
which me ave done,but according to his merey he saved 
us by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the 
Holy Ghost, and the grace of God,which bringeth salva- 
tion unto all men, hath appeared, teaches us the deny- 
ing of ail ungodliness and worldly just, that we should 
live soberly, and godly, in the present world.” 


—<30+o-- 


KNOWLEDGE. 
Although knowledge is « treasure of great value 
which no thief. can steal, and more precious thay the 


goid of Ophir, still when it is obtained at the eXpense 





Nor yet at the altar of Salem. 


6 And we have seen, and do testijy, that the Father 
sent the Sen to be the Saviour of the world.” 
iJohn rv. 14, 

It is very common for professors of christianity, te 
talk much of the will, purpose, and decrees ot God, 
They speak of God, as baving @ purpose or plan, 
which they say is his pleasure,and which mus? be accom. 
} lished. On this subiect we believe thereis no civersit 
of opinion. Here a!! unife. Butopen your bible, de- 
clare, in the words of inspiration itself, what that pur- 
pose, or plan, or pleasure is, and you are immediately 
warred against by thousands, Is it not astonishiuc, 
that meu can be found, who will believe that God has 
a plan, or purpose, and that this plan is his pleasure 
and believe this on the authority of the bible, and at 
the same time deny the testimony of the same authori- 
ty, relative to what that plan, or purpose, or pleasure 
is? Itis astonishing. This conduct, to say the jeast 
is perfeetly absurd, What should we say of a jucge 
or jury, who would admit one half of the testimony of 
a witness as truth, and deny, or disbelieve the rearain- 
der? We should say, they acted like idiots or crozy 
men, and were unfit to be trusted with the lives, prop- 
erty, or reputation of any person whatever! low, 
this is precisely the conduct of religious protessors.~ 
We even appeal to their own consciences for the truth 
of our declaration, and they know, they canuot deny 
it. Their conversation and opinions, expressed every 
day of their lives, bears testimony against them ; nay 
more, heaven and earth, the oath of Jehovah, the dec- 
laration of all his prophets and aposties, and the dec- 
larations of Jesus the anointed of God, and their owa 
confessions and premises, arise in judgment against 
them, and stiJl, they wilfully perist in error / God, tay 
they, will do all his pleasure, the ecriptures declare, 
that it is * bis pleasure, in the fuinees of times, to gath- 


ler ali things in heaven and iv earth in Christ, even ia 


him.” They deny it, God, say they, will eifect his 
purpose, ‘The ecriptures declare, that God hath pur- 


| posed in himself to gather all in Christ! They deny 


it, and declare, it willnever be done! God, say they, 
worketh al! things after the counsel of his own will ; 
the scriptures declare, that ** God sent the Son to be 
the Saviour of the world ;”’ they declare that the worid 
will never be saved ; in other words, God will never be 
able to effect his purpose ; his pleasure shall never be 
accomplished,---his decrees sha]! fail of having effect, 
and JEHOVAH be DISAPPOINTED! We ask these 
unbelievers, to come forward like honest men, and «.- 
ther deny these premises, or support, by reason, orwerip- 
ture, or Common sense, their conclusiobs. Let them, 
at least, show scmething which looks a little like con- 
sistency, They have prevaricated and twisted long e- 
nough. Ail nature cries ont against them,---aud their 
consciences, ii they are not completely suffocated with 
their absurd and wicked unbelief and folly, willcry out 
too!—[{M. ¥. Gospel Herald. 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 
A SERMON, delivered at the Second Univer- 
salist Meeting House in Boston, on First Sabbath Eve- 
ning of January, 1818—by Hosea BA.LLov, pastor.— 
Text, 2 Thes. i. 7, 8,9, ** And to you who are troubled 
rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heayen with his might angels, in flaming fire, tak- 
ing vengeance on them that know not od,G and that 
obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall 
be punished with everlasting destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.” 
The above is a Sermon which commenced a Contro- 
versy between the author and the Rev, Timo. Merritt ; 
we have now re-pubiished it for the accommodation of 
those who have not had an opportunity of purchasing it. 

N.B. A few copies of the whole Controversy 
may be had at this Office, 

A tew copies of Battovu’s ‘ Votes on the Parables, 
and * Treatise on .Blonement.? y 

The Cuiwy’s Serivrunat Carecmisau,by the Rev, 
Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Soviety 
ia Boston.—Price, 75 cents per doz. and 8 cents sincle 

The Trial; Caivin and Hopkins vs. the Bible 
and Common Sense.—Price 25 cents, 

A SERMON, delivered before the Universal- 
ist Society in Stoughton, Mass. May 29,1820.—By Kev. 
JosHvuA FLAGG, ministering at Scituate, 

An Examination of the modern doctrine of 
FUTURE PUNISHMENT; together with a short bis- 
tory of the Author's Life, —By Saumon Durron, beq. 
of Cavendish, Vt.—Price 25 cents. 
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J of health, it is bought too-dear. 


| PRINTING OF ALL kK INDS, 
EXECUTED AT Titis OV FICK AT SHORT NOTICE. 
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